
Creating SMILES of a Lifetime!



Learning  objectives

Upon completion of this module, trainees will:

1. Understand the AbCd MT program goals, 
components, and services

2. Be able to provide a caries risk assessment, 
oral health anticipatory, including 
appropriate nutritional messages 

3. Demonstrate the knee-to-knee exam and 
fluoride varnish application



Learning objectives

4. Build a dental-primary care relationship for 
oral health and preventive care

5.   Be familiar with Early Childhood Caries 

A. Understand the caries process and early 
childhood caries

B. Recognize caries on an oral exam

C.Be able to assess the risk of developing 
caries



The caries epidemic

Lƴ нлллΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ {ǳǊƎŜƻƴ DŜƴŜǊŀƭΩǎ 
report on oral health identified:

Å 5Ŝƴǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƻǊŀƭ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ ŀǎ ŀ άǎƛƭŜƴǘ 
ŜǇƛŘŜƳƛŎέ

Å ¢ƘŜ ƳƻǳǘƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άƳƛǊǊƻǊ ŦƻǊ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ 
ƘŜŀƭǘƘέ

Å ά¢ƻ ƛƎƴƻǊŜ ƻǊŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ Ŏŀƴ 
lead to needless pain and suffering, 
complications that can devastate well-
being, and financial and social costs 
that significantly diminish quality of 
ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ōǳǊŘŜƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΣά



Deamonte Driver

12 Years Old

Died

February 25, 2007



Caries and children

Though caries is nearly completely preventable:

It is the single most common childhood 
chronic disease affecting 58% of 
children

It is 5-8 times more common than 
asthma

It is the most prevalent unmet health 
care need in  US children

(NIH 2000)



{ǘŀǘǳǎ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƻǊŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƛƴ aƻƴǘŀƴŀ

2008 Montana Preliminary Needs Assessment 
Frequency of Identified Children's Needs
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Early Childhood Caries (ECC)

ÅVirulent form 
of caries that 
impacts very 
young 
children

ÅInfection is 
established as 
an infant



ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎ ŘŜŀƭΚ  !ǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŀōȅ ǘŜŜǘƘΚέ




